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BY LORI POTTER 

Welcome to the Shenandoah Naturalist! I am new 
to Virginia and a recent graduate of the VMN 
Basic Training course. 

Here's a little more about my interests. I am an avid hiker, who not 
only gets out on trail, but also created a podcast in 2018 called Hike. 
Over 240 episodes later, I still get excited to interview others about 
trails they've completed. 

Spending so much time on the trail provides a lot of opportunity to 
put my VMN training into practice.  From spring wildflowers to 
identifying insects, the training has provided me with the tools and 
resources needed to explore my world. 

Stepping into the role of Newsletter Editor, I immediately knew that I 
had big shoes to fill. I want to thank previous Newsletter Editor, Tim 
Koppenhaver for being gracious with his time and advice.  I also want 
to thank brand new Newsletter Committee Members Alex Newhart, 
Neal Straker, Valerie Shore, and Katie Enders. 

I hope to grow this publication with each issue. In future issues, 
there will be featured content such as: interviews with partner 
organizations, member and project highlights, book reviews and 
much more. 

If you're interested in submitting content or have a suggestion please 
reach out to me at loriprima@gmail.com 
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Happy Summer…I think, because it has certainly come in with a bang! Please remember to take 
the necessary precautions during these extreme heat warnings. We don’t want anyone 
suffering from heat exhaustion or worse! 

As many of you know from the Spring Chapter Meeting, twenty-one new members have joined 
our ranks and are actively engaged in various Chapter volunteer projects. We are happy to 
welcome Lisa LaCivita to the Board of Directors as the 2025 Class Representative and Lori 
Potter as our new Chapter Newsletter Editor. Thanks to them both for stepping up to assist with 
the administration of the Shenandoah Chapter. And thanks to our two new Education 
Committee Chairs, Alice Straker and Cary Gaunt, and the rest of the Education team for 
coordinating an excellent 2025 Basic Training Class. 

Other committees have been busy this Spring including Outreach staffing the Chapter display at 
seven community events between April and June. Thanks to all who have volunteered to help 
coordinate and staff these events even if short-lived due to thunderstorms! It is a great way to 
get out in the community to let people know about our projects and programs and learn from 
the other organizations in our area, not to mention, recruiting for future members! Fall events 
are being scheduled so please volunteer to help staff when the opportunity arises. 

While I know Summer has just started, it is not too soon to begin looking towards the Fall with 
the VMN State Conference, September 5-7, in Richmond, VA. You should have received 
information about this by now with registration, program/field trip schedules and hotel 
information. The conference is great fun, attendance at workshops counts toward continuing 
education hours and you get to meet fellow VMN colleagues from across the state. I promise 
you’ll learn something new and have great fun in the process. 

Of course, last but not least is our own Chapter Annual Picnic on September 21 from 3pm - 6:30pm at 
Sky Meadows State Park. This is a wonderful opportunity to meet members that you might not see 
or work with on a regular basis plus enjoy some good food. Always a good time! Please let Lisa 
Byrd, Hospitality Chair, know if you are interested in helping her coordinate the picnic. 

I hope all of you enjoy your summer with vacations, family, friends, and VMN volunteering, but 
please take time to reflect on the wonder of nature and the bounty it provides us every day. 

President's message 
BY REBECCA HARRIETT 
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The Shenandoah Chapter Photography Group was formed in 2020 from a group of our chapter 
members that had taken photography classes from Rob Simpson at Lord Fairfax (now Laurel 
Ridge) Community College.  The COVID pandemic was growing fast and our last class was 
switched to an online format.  Future classes from Rob were in doubt due to health issues.  An idea 
was proposed to form a group of nature photographers from our chapter that would meet monthly 
and continue to learn photographic techniques by doing them in the field.  The group now has 12 
members including our newest member, Valerie Shore from the 2025 class. 

Two years ago our group decided to take the final step in the photography process - to print and frame 
our pictures, so they could be shared with friends and family.  Unfortunately printing photographs is 
not so common now as most people view images on their phones or laptops.  I can assure you that 
they are not the same.  Once we started to print and frame our pictures, we decided to exhibit our 
work in the local community.  Our exhibits are partly us sharing our love of nature, showing people 
the beautiful things they can find out there, and an outreach activity for the chapter as we present the 
exhibits as Virginia Master Naturalists.  Every exhibit has information displayed that explains the 
VMN program and provides a way to contact us for more information. 

To date, we have had 6 exhibits that included Shenandoah University, Blandy, and the Lake Frederick 
community.  For the past 15 months, we have had an exhibit in the conference room of the non-profit 
organization, Our Health. Our next exhibit at Westminster-Canterbury in Winchester will be our 
largest exhibit to date with 54 pictures from 10 of our members.  The exhibit runs from June 28th until 
August 29th and is open to the public if you would like to see the fantastic images created by our 
photographers.  More exhibits are being planned for the future, and we plan to have some pictures to 
share at the September chapter meeting/picnic at Sky Meadows State Park. 

If you are interested in joining our group, please contact Alex Newhart at vmnshenandoah@gmail.com. 

Shenandoah Chapter 
Photography Group Update 

BY ALEX NEWHART  

Photo Credit: Alex Newhart, 
Brown-belted bumblebee (Bombus griseocollis) , 
June 30th 2021                                           
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The Shenandoah Chapter of the Virginia Master Naturalists kicked off its spring 2025 Basic Training 
Course on March 15 under the leadership of new Education Committee Co-Chairs Alice Straker and 
Cary Gaunt. Alice and Cary were graduates of the 2024 program and loved it so much they wanted to 
support its ongoing success in the future! They were guided by past Education Committee Chairs 
Rebecca Harriett and Alex Newhart who were patient and knowledgeable mentors. The whole 
Education Committee, VMN volunteers, and our Blandy Experiential Farm liaisons all helped to 
make the 2025 experience a success! Alice and Cary offer immense gratitude to everyone who 
supported us along the way. 

VMN graduated 21 new Virginia Master Naturalists in the class of 2025 with a very well attended and 
scrumptious potluck graduation dinner and volunteer fair on May 21. Students and some guests, the 
VMN Board, Education Committee members, class volunteers, and VMN members  joined the 
graduation to share congratulations. 

The volunteer fair was enthusiastically attended by new graduates who learned about some of the 
interesting projects and volunteer opportunities in the Shenandoah region. Students also were 
introduced to volunteer opportunities at each class. 

Throughout the course, and continuing after graduation, this year’s students had a high level of 
engagement and curiosity, both with the course work, learning more about Chapter projects, and 
getting to know each other. 

The class of 2025 seems ready to volunteer! Graduates have already shown interest in the four facets 
of volunteering that VMN supports: citizen science, stewardship, environmental education, and 
Chapter administration. This new group of graduates has stepped up to support invasive species 
control, monitor bluebirds, create interpretive signage and other educational offerings, prepare the 
Chapter newsletter, and so much more! We are so thankful! 

As in years past, the Shenandoah Chapter is fortunate to have top-notch instructors who are active 
leaders in their fields. Many are former educators. The Basic Training Course instructors represent 
Blandy Experimental Farm, the local Soil and Water Conservation District, University of Virginia, 
Virginia Native Plant Society, Potomac Appalachian Trail Club, Sky Meadows State Park, and the 
Smithsonian Conservation Biology Institute. They share their passions and expertise enthusiastically 
and return year-after-year. We are so lucky to have them! This year we also welcomed a new herpetology 
instructor. We offer so much gratitude to each of the instructors! 

Education update 
BY CARY GAUNT AND ALICE STRAKER  
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The class met Wednesday evenings and Saturdays 
from March 15 to the May 21 graduation. 
Wednesday’s classes were held at Blandy 
Experimental Farm for lectures and hands-on 
experiences in the topics that form the core 
curriculum of the VMN training. The Saturday field 
experiences were the highlight of each week. 
Students and VMN classroom volunteers got to 
visit many project sites throughout the regions, 
including Sky Meadows and Shenandoah River 
State Parks, local points of geological interest, a 
highly diverse and well-managed private forest, 
and the Thompson Wildlife Management Area for 
its spectacular spring wild flower display. 

And life happens and some students needed to 
make up classes. The Shenandoah Chapter 
coordinated closely with the Banshee Reeks, 
Merrimac Farms, Old Rag, ARMN Chapter, and 
VMN Fairfax to offer make-up classes to both the 
Shenandoah Chapter students as well as for other 
VMNs. 

The 2025 Basic Training Course also marked the beginning of a course re-evaluation process. 
Students and volunteers were very engaged in this work and contributed greatly by completing 
detailed class evaluations and participating in a final informal course focus group. The information 
collected from the students and VMN classroom volunteers will be compiled and reviewed over 
the summer and fall and will be used to refresh some course materials and operational facets of the 
class to make an already exceptional course experience even better! 

Education update 
BY CARY GAUNT AND ALICE STRAKER  

...continued from page 4 
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Photo Credit: Alex Newhart 
Ornithology class with Dave Carr, at Blandy                                            
April 5, 2025 

Photo Credit: Neal 
Straker 

Jun Tian and James Rice 
at macroinvertebrate 
class, Cool Spring                    
April 26, 2025 

It was amazing- every class I learned something new. 
Some of my favorites: 
 Figuring out how to identify a skull (even though I got 
it wrong). The field trips - who knew rocks could be so 
interesting. The bee wall. All of it. The people I met, 
classmates and teachers, the classes, the field trips, the 
volunteering, the continuing education- it was all worth 
every minute. 
- Christina Bumgardner, class of 2025 

continues on page 6... 
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We certainly want to thank Blandy Experimental Farm for 
being wonderful hosts/sponsors of VMN, our VMN 
volunteers who came to every class to help, and our 
wonderful instructors who receive rave reviews each year. 

Congratulations to the Class of 2025! 

Education update 
BY CARY GAUNT AND ALICE STRAKER   
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Class of 2025 
Overheard at basic training 

BY RICK ASHBACKER 

 "These are the best snacks I've ever had."   

 "Snake? What snake?" 

"Limestone? Sure looks like shale to me." 

"What did you say was in the (vernal) pool? I can't see a thing." 

   "Is that a real skull?" 

"What's this merlin everybody's talking 
about? I thought merlin was a small hawk." 

Photo Credit: Alex Newhart 

Cary Gaunt and Alice Straker 
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Membership update 
BY ALEX NEWHART   

Our current chapter membership is 131 members.  That includes 21 new members that 
completed their training this spring.  Please welcome our newest members: 

New Member Transfer 
Please welcome to our chapter Kirby Steele. Kirby transferred to our chapter from the 
Riverine Chapter (based in Hanover County and the Richmond Metro Area). Kirby is new to 
the VMN project, having completed her basic training this past spring. 

Rick Ashbacker, Stephen City 
Kevin Bailey, Marshall 
Scott Barboza, Upperville 
Christine Bumgardner, Front Royal 
Lori Dabinett, Berryville 
Jesse Edwards, Bluemont 
Katie Enders, Winchester 
Dick Fonda, Lake Frederick 
Katherine Harris, Boyce 
Audry Johnson, Cross Junction 

Lisa LaCivita, Stephens City 
Deirdre Luttrell, Cross Junction 
Lori Potter, Harrisonburg 
James Rice, Winchester 
Heather Roberts, Shenandoah 
Nancy Sabella, Strasburg 
Valerie Shore, Front Royal 
Abigail Spota, Warrenton 
Neal Straker, Lake Frederick 
Jun Tian, Luray 
George Wright, Strasburg 

continues on page  8... 

Photo Credit: 
Richard Hayden              

Red-headed woodpecker 
(Melanerpes erythrocephalus)                                         

May 19, 2022 
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Membership update 
BY ALEX NEWHART   

continues on page  9... 

Initial Certifications 
The following members have completed the requirements for their initial certification as of the 
end of 2024.  These members were recognized at our June chapter meeting.  If you were unable 
to attend, see Alex Newhart for your certificate and initial member’s pin: 

Christa Brusen 
Ian Byrd 
Rich Dynes 
Cary Gaunt 
Cindy Glatkowski 
Rose Harvey 

Evelyn Joran-Thiel 
Lori Mumaw 
Diana Ramos 
Bill Spinrad 
Barb Stewart 
Alice Straker 

Recertification 
52 of our members completed the requirements for re-certification by the end of 2024.  The 
re-certification pin is an image of the Clymene Moth (Haploa clymene).  Pins are available at 
our chapter meetings. 

250 service hours 

Steve Bauserman 
Christa Brusen 
Brenda Chapin 
Sue Collins 
Laura Fogle 
Lisa Hinson 
Elise McCabe 
Loretta Michaels 
Zita Zduoba 

500 service hours 

Linda Bender 
Juli Bowers 
Sally Neff 

1000 service hours 

Susan Galbraith 
Rob Lamar 

Milestone Recognition 
The following members achieved their next volunteer milestone pin: 
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Training reminder 

In Memory of 
Mary beth Yarbrough 

BY ALEX NEWHART   

All Virginia Master Naturalist members are required to complete both the Risk Management 
and the Civil Rights trainings as a part of the basic training course and then again in subsequent 
years (every year for civil rights, every three years for risk management). 

Both trainings are available as e-learning modules in Better Impact in the Training folder under 
the My Profile tab. 

When a volunteer completes the training in Better Impact, they will automatically get a 
qualification and badge showing they have completed it. 

Any questions, please contact Alex Newhart at vmnshenandoah@gmail.com 

The Shenandoah Chapter recently heard from Steve Yarbrough, husband of former Chapter President Mary Beth, 
after the Chapter donated a Memorial Bench in Mary Beth's honor at Blandy Experimental Farm. 

Dear Chapter: 

I want to thank all of you for the touching tribute to Mary Beth with the donation of the bench at the 
Arboretum.  It is in a wonderful location and I make a point to visit it on my many frequent walks 
there.  There is a bluebird box near as well as beautiful trees. 
Mary Beth was fully committed to the VMN and the work the chapter does.  She loved all aspects of 
nature and found her home with all of you.  
The Yarbrough family thanks all of you for the thoughtfulness.  This bench will be a reminder of Mary 
Beth’s spirit and her love of the outdoors. 

Very truly yours, 
Steve Yarbrough 

https://app.betterimpact.com/Login/
mailto:vmnshenandoah@gmail.com
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The Virginia Master Naturalist program and the Shenandoah 
Chapter are open to all, regardless of age, color, disability, 
gender, gender identity, gender expression, national origin, 
political affiliation, race, religion, sexual orientation, genetic 
information, veteran status, or any other basis protected by 
law. An equal opportunity/affirmative action employer. 

Shenandoah Chapter of the Virginia Master Naturalists 

Chapter Website: vmnshenandoah.org 
Chapter Email: ShenandoahVMN@gmail.com 

President: Rebecca Harriett 

Vice President: Julie Pineiro 

Secretary: Evelyn Joran-Thiel 

Treasurer:  Sue Bailey 

Chair, Outreach Committee:  Rose Harvey 

Newsletter Editor:  Lori Potter 

Chair, Volunteer Opportunities Committee:  Susan Galbraith 

Chair, Programs Committee:  Julie Pineiro 

Co-Chair, Education Committee:  Cary Gaunt 

Co-Chair, Education Committee: Alice Straker 

Chair, Membership Committee:  Alex Newhart 

Chapter Advisor:  Patrick McNamara 

Blandy Partner Representative:  Ariel Firebaugh 

SCBI Partner Representative:  Erin Shirley 

mailto:ShenandoahVMN@gmail.com
https://vmnshenandoah.org

